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2024 Committee Nominations

The following committee members have put their hand up to re-stand for 2025:
Sonya Cameron

Sheila Hart

Mark Henderwood

Alex MacGibbon

Kirsten Matheson

Andrew Lourantos

Sandra Proctor

Kirsty Smith

lliesa Tora
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There are four new nominations:
1. Joy Baker
2. David Bolt
3. Elena McDiarmid
4. Sharon Newman

The maximum number on the committee is 13. All members nominated join the committee; no election is needed.

Introducing your 2025 committee:



Joy Baker

| was born and raised in Wellington living in the Eastern Suburbs My name became synonymous with Real Estate in
the mid 1990's selling properties in the Southern and Eastern suburbs. | have enjoyed a truly outstanding career for
almost 30 years and proven my success by building strong meaningful relationships with my clients - | am a People
Person!. | have always said my best decision in life was to buy a property in Island Bay in 1998 a decision | have never
regretted and so motivated to share my love of "The Bay"with my family, friends and clients.

Island Bay has evolved over the years to become a fantastic lively and family friendly suburb where people want to live.
Our lovely friendly village and locally owned shops who are welcoming and only too happy to help. Our location is so
handy with only a few minutes drive to other suburbs in Wellington, CCDHB and over the hill into the City. The local
beaches, coastal walks, scenery, sunrises and sunsets that are at times breathtaking and the delight of the cruise ships
passing across "The Bay" and Cook Strait, not to forget the excitement of a pod of whales or dolphins frolicking at our
doorstep. Aren't we so lucky! .Thisis why | live in Island Bay . This is the reason | call this beautiful suburb home. |
have made some wonderful lifetime friends over the years as well as my twin granddaughters who moved here from
Australia 6 years ago. | am a passionate gardener and belong to the Island Bay Gardening Club. | am kept entertained
by my son Graham and my grand twins Charlotte and Georgia.

| am excited to be part of the award-winning Ray White Wellington Team, my commitment to my clients is seven days
a week, always striving my very hardest to ensure all transactions | am involved with are handled highly professionally,
and proficiently. | am a Licensed Branch Manager under REAA2008 and hold my National Certificate in Real Estate
(NCRE) and | am a member of the Real Estate Institute of New Zealand.

David Bolt




Sonya Cameron (current committee)

Kia ora koutou, ko Sonya Cameron ahau. | have lived on Dee Street for 14 years, and have served on the Residents’
Association’s committee for the past 2.5 years.

| love living in Island Bay for its village atmosphere and beautiful beach and bush. | work for the Salvation Army looking
after its foodbanks nationwide.

Since being on the committee, | have worked to support Island Bay in being a strong and inclusive community.
Specifically, I've helped develop a code of conduct, publish a community survey, and establish a community events
fund. Current projects include helping to create a pataka kai/community pantry, and to connect Te Araroa trail hikers
to local businesses.

Sheila Hart (current chair)

Sheila originally moved to Island Bay in 2009 and enjoyed living for 5 years just off Severn Street. Work and medical
training took her off to Toronto for a year and on her return, she headed to Southgate Road where she has lived since.
She describes this as living in a tiny bit of paradise!

Sheila is an anaesthetist at Wellington Regional Hospital. She has worked there since coming to Wellington, initially to
finish her training and then as a Senior Medical Officer. She is the Clinical Director of the Department of Anaesthesia.
In her spare time, she enjoys keeping active on 2 feet or 2 wheels, enjoying the wealth of beautiful countryside that
Wellington and NZ have to offer. You will also see her wandering the streets of the bay and surrounding areas with her
wee pooch (soon to be two wee pooches)!

Sheila is passionate about creating a connected community — a connected community is a strong community. She
hopes to help grow the relationships in the community of Island Bay and Southgate as the chair of the Residents’
Association Committee, bringing her values of fairness, inclusiveness and transparency that serve her well in her
professional life.




Mark Henderwood (current committee)

Mark has lived locally with his family since 2009 and loves being part of this community. As Priest in Charge at St
Hilda’s Anglican Church, he leads a team to serve the local parish, encouraging engagement and participation.
Overseeing the earthquake strengthening the church, you’ll see a significant transformation for the building in 2022.
He coordinates the chaplaincy team at Massey University Wellington and studies theology at Otago University.

As a nurse, Mark’s current work focuses on clinical education for intensive care environments, particularly with
ventilators and patient monitoring.

Mark supports his wife Gillian’s music, with gigs and recording.

Alex MacGibbon (current committee)

Alex has lived in Island Bay since 2011 with her husband and two children. She originally moved to Wellington as a
student, before spending a few years living in Australia and traveling the world. Their whanau were Playcentre
members for 6 years while the kids were young, before they went on to flourish at Island Bay School.

Alex loves our creative, kind community and is grateful to have nature at our doorstep with Paekawakawa, Manawa
Karioi and Taputeranga Marine Reserve. She regularly swims to the island with a local swim squad!

Alex looks forward to being part of the IBRA, to listen and learn from diverse voices within our community. She enjoys
connecting with council, local groups and businesses and is interested in community engagement and events.

Alex works as the marketing and communications manager at Kaibosh, a food rescue charity serving the Greater
Wellington Region, which has connections to several local community groups in South Wellington.




Kirsten Matheson (current committee)

Kirsten has called Island Bay home since 2015, after buying her first home in the Village. She was told by the agent:
“you’ll never want to leave” and has definitely found that to be true. The strong community feel and amenities on the
doorstep make Island Bay a very special place to live.

As an anaesthetist, Kirsten is a strong proponent of enabling people to live healthy and active lifestyles. An avid trail
runner, her happy places are the many beautiful trails Wellington has to offer.

You may also see her out and about at Manawa Karioi supporting Predator Free Wellington in their efforts to restore
the native bird population.

Elena MacDiarmid

My family moved to Island Bay in 1974. Over the years, I've also lived in other parts of Wellington, before returning to
live in my family’s Island Bay home three years ago. | have found the friendliness of the Island Bay community
heartwarming and the natural beauty that we are surrounded with inspiring.

| completed a degree with majors in psychology and sociology and then did both paid and unpaid work in the
community. Later | became a researcher at Statistics NZ and mostly worked developing questionnaires for large social,
economic and business surveys. At Stats, | also worked with the Christchurch City Council to develop their Annual
Survey of Residents. More recently, | cared for my elderly parents full-time for 5 years, worked with older adults in the
community, and completed a degree in counselling and addiction practice.

| am standing for the Island Bay Resident’s Association because | care, and because I'd like to contribute to making
Island Bay an even better place to live, work and play. I'd like to see the Wellington City Council do the basics, and do
the basics well. I’d also like residents and businesses views and ideas to be heard, represented, and seriously
considered in decisions made about Island Bay. Finally, I’d like our community to be as inclusive and user friendly as
possible, particularly for older adults and people with disabilities.




Sharon Newman

| have lived in Island Bay for the past 44 years. My childhood home was on The Parade and my late father was a
fisherman for many years in the Bay. | attended Island Bay School, St Marks Church School and St Catherine's College.

| am married to my husband Sal who grew up in Island Bay and together we run a small plumbing business and | am an
Insurance Manager. | am very passionate about Island Bay and the South Coast. | spent alot of childhood at the beach,
Shorland Park and Princess Bay.

In my spare time, | spend time with my family, and | always have a home project on the go, | am a keen cook and | love
to walk the South Coast.

Andrew Lourantos (current committee)

Sandra Proctor (current committee)

Sandra and her son chose Island Bay as their new home when they returned to NZ in 2019. Its worked out wonderfully.
Sandra returned to her public service career in the natural resource space and her son joined the St Francis de Sales
family. They have been fortunate to rent two amazing properties and have no thoughts of leaving.

Sandra, trained in geography and natural resources planning, has a keen interest in a sustainable future for Island Bay
as an inclusive and resilient community. We are so privileged to have a nature reserve at our doorstep, a gorgeous
beach and loads of green space to enjoy as well as a humming village. The urban development opportunities and
challenges, most importantly climate change, motivate Sandra in the work she does and her willingness to be part of
the voice of the Bay. She plans to stay here for a long time.




Kirsty Smith (current committee)

Kirsty lives in Island Bay Taputeranga with her partner and two teenage children. Home for over twenty years, the
attractions of living in the bay remain the same — the rugged coast and beach, bush clad hills, a lively community and
close proximity to the central city. Kirsty is excited to

contribute to the ongoing development of Island Bay that strikes a balance between its multiple histories and the need
to adapt to a more sustainable future.

Kirsty looks forward to contributing to the IBRR as it works to foster a connected and inclusive community.

lliesa Tora (current committee)

Iliesa Tora is a Fijian and he has just moved to Island Bay with his family in April this year. His wife’s is Nate and their
son is called Samu. Samu is 12 years old and attends SWISS. He also now plays club Rugby for Ories Magpies. They lived
in Tonga for 11 years before coming to Wellington.

lliesa is a journalist by profession and works for Radio New Zealand.

In Tonga he was the president of the community in Nuku’alofa. He is also a laypreacher with the Fijian Methodist
church.

He also loves coaching sports such as rugby, touch rugby, rugby league and boxing.

Iliesa believes in helping our community wherever he lives thus his interest in being a member of the Island Bay
Residents’ Association Committee.




